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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 


Bedford  Rural  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  report  is  mainly  statistical  as  I was  personally  concerned  as  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  only  for  the  last  two  months  of  the  year. 

One  item  of  interest  is  the  immigrant  population  which  presents  many  problems, 
both  social  and  medical.  It  will  take  some  time  for  these  immigrants  to  adjust  themselves 
to  our  way  of  life.  Overcrowding  of  houses  and  the  consequent  risk  to  health  needs 
constant  supervision  and  efforts  are  being  intensified  to  ensure  that  no  infectious  disease 
is  brought  into  the  country.  It  is  also  necessary  to  ensure  that  the  immigrant  is  aware  of 
what  medical  and  social  services  are  available  to  him.  Language  difficulties  also  present  a 
problem,  especially  in  the  wives  who  tend  to  remain  at  home  and  so  get  little  opportunity 
to  learn  English. 

The  health  of  the  community  remains  good  and  the  statistics  are  satisfactory.  There 
was  no  serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease. 

I am  grateful  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  Members  of  the  Council  for  your  interest 
in  the  work  of  the  Department  and  to  Mr.  Mills  and  his  staff  who  have  put  so  much  work 
into  this  report. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  R.  THORPE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BEDFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1966 


1.  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


in  3crcs  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Population — 

^^onsus  for  1961  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  home  population  mid-year  1966 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  

Rateable  value  at  1st  April,  1966  

Estimated  sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  at  1st  April,  1966 


111,287 

33,725 

34,940 

11,320 

...  £1,537,281 

£6,723 


2.  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

This  district  is  largely  agricultural  and  there  is  a number  of  small  industrial  premises. 
The  Brickworks  are  the  largest  of  these  and  there  is  always  a risk  of  atmospheric  pollution 
with  an  accompanying  unpleasant  smell.  It  is  not  easy  to  control  this  pollution  as  the 
gases  are  in  low  concentration  and  technical  difficulties  make  it  difficult  to  remove  the 
impurities. 

With  the  advantage  of  proximity  to  London  and  other  towns  the  Rural  District  is 
becoming  a dormitory  area  for  those  employed  in  these  situations. 
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3.  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

• • • 

310 

324 

634 

Illegitimate 

• • • 

18 

19 

37 

Total 

* • • 

328 

343 

671 

Crude  Birth  Rate  ... 

• • • 

19*2  per  1,000  home  population 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate 

• • • 

...  18*6  ,, 

55 

55  55 

(The  comparability  factor  for  the  district  being  0-97) 


As  compared  with: — 

Average  of  last  5 years  

19*8  per  1,000  home  population 

Adjusted  Rate  for  Bedfordshire  ... 

20  0 „ 

55  55 

55 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

17-7  „ 

55  55 

55 

Still  Births 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  ... 

5 

2 7 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

T*  otal  ...  ... 

6 

2 8 

Still  Birth  Rate  

11*8  per 

1,000  live  and  still  births 

As  compared  with: — 

Average  of  last  5 years 

12-6  „ 

55  55  55 

55  55 

Rate  for  Bedfordshire 

1L3  „ 

55  55  55 

55  55 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

15-4  „ 

55  55  55 

55  55 

Deaths 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Deaths  in  the  District 

175 

100 

275 

Transferred  into  District  ... 

97 

63 

160 

Transferred  from  District ... 

54 

12 

66 

Total 

218 

151 

369 
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Crude  Death  Rate 10-6  per  1,000  home  population 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  ...  ...  10’2  ,,  „ ??  )? 

(The  comparability  factor  for  the  District  being  0-97) 


As  compared  with : — 

Average  of  last  5 years 

10-3  per  1,000  home  population 

Adjusted  Rate  for  Bedfordshire  ... 

lOT  ,5  55  55 

55 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

1 T7  55  55  55 

55 

Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age 

Males  Females 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  •••  7 1 

Total 

8 

Illegitimate  ... 

2 

2 

otal  ...  ... 

7 3 

10 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  

14-9  per  1,000  related  births 

As  compared  with: — 

Average  of  last  5 years  

lb'5  ,,  ,,  ,, 

55 

Rate  for  Bedfordshire  

15*0  ,,  ,,  ,, 

55 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

19*0  „ „ „ 

55 

Deaths  Connected  With  Childbirth 


Maternal  Mortality 

Nil  per 

o 

o 

o 

total 

live 

and 

Still 

births 

As  compared  with: — 

Average  of  last  5 years 

...  Nil  „ 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

Rate  for  Bedfordshire 

...  0*34  ,, 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

...  0-26  ,, 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

The  statistics  for  the  district  are  good.  The  numbers  involved  are  relatively  small 
and  it  is  difficult  to  draw  any  conclusions  from  them.  The  fact  that  they  remain  satis- 
factory from  year  to  year  is  most  encouraging  and  of  greater  importance. 

The  causes  of  death  follow  the  general  pattern  for  the  rest  of  the  County  and  there 
were  no  unusual  events  to  call  for  comment. 

Six  deaths  were  due  to  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  four  to  other  accidental  occur- 
rences. In  many  cases  accidental  death  could  have  been  avoided  with  a little  care,  but 
perhaps  in  the  bustle  and  stress  of  modern  living  one  tends  to  take  chances  which  are 
sometimes  fatal.  Safety  campaigns  and  advertisements  in  the  press  and  on  television  are 
helpful  in  reducing  accidents  but  the  lesson  is  soon  forgotten  and  constant  reminders  are 
necessary  to  keep  the  public  “accident  conscious”. 
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Causes  of  Death  at  Different  Periods  of  Life  During  1966 
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4.  SCHOOLS 


Two  schools  still  have  bucket  latrines,  Ravensden  and  Wilden. 


5.  SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

(a)  WATER  SUPPLY 

Adequate  supplies  of  wholesome  water  have  been  maintained  throughout  the 
District  by  the  North  Bedfordshire  and  Mid-Bedfordshire  Water  Boards.  Bacteriological 
samples  taken  from  various  points  of  the  distribution  system  throughout  the  year  have 
been  satisfactory. 

A close  watch  is  kept  on  well  and  spring  water  supplies  where  they  are  still  in  use 
and  remedial  action  taken  where  these  supplies  are  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

An  analysis  of  dwellings  with  (a)  piped  water  supply  or  (b)  a standpipe  within  easy 
access  of  the  dwelling,  is  given  below  for  the  parishes  where  this  information  is  available. 


Number  of 


Parish  Houses 

Barford,  Great 377 

Bletsoe 89 

Bolnhurst  and  Keysoe 248 

Cardington  107 

Carlton  and  Chellington  ...  275 

Colm  worth  124 

Cople  240 

Eastcotts  677 

Harrold 427 

Knotting  and  Souldrop  ...  94 

Little  Staughton  96 

Milton  Ernest 143 

Pertenhall  80 

Renhold 363 

Riseley 244 

Roxton 213 

Swineshead  46 

Thurleigh  161 

Turvey 350 

Wilden 123 

Willington  221 

Wilstead  327 

Wootton  774 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Houses  with 

Houses  served  Houses  served 

piped  water 

by  standpipes 

by  other 
facilities 

354 

20 

3 

82 

5 

2 

227 

20 

1 

97 

8 

2 

271 

4 

— 

119 

4 

1 

231 

8 

1 

671 

6 

_ 

408 

10 

9 

91 

2 

1 

92 

3 

1 

135 

7 

1 

80 

— 

— - -- 

359 

4 

— 

233 

9 

2 

176 

34 

3 

44 

1 

1 

153 

8 

336 

8 

6 

108 

13 

2 

211 

8 

2 

304 

21 

2 

768 

5 

1 
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Chemical  Analysis  of  Raw  and  Treated  Water 
Bedford  River  Ouse  Source 


Raw  Water 

Treated  Water 

Range 

Average 

Range 

Average 

Reaction  (pH) 

7-8-S-7 

8-1 

7-6-7-9 

7-8 

Turbidity  (Silica  Scale)  

2-140 

20 

Nil-5-0 

Less  than  1 

Colour  (Hazen  Units)  

4-56 

22 

Nil-1 1-0 

Less  than  5 

Carbonate  Hardness  as  CaCOj 

175-271 

239 

131-217 

164 

Non-Carbonate  Hardness  as  CaCOg 

95-224 

153 

121-254 

175 

Total  Hardness,  p.p.m. 

306-442 

393 

293-392 

340 

Total  Hardness,  degrees  Clark 

23-32 

27 

21-27 

24 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  ... 

— 

3-0 

5-0 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

26-57 

43 

40-63 

51 

Electric  Conductivity  (reciprocal  meg- 
ohms per  cc  at  20°)  

520-780 

710 

520-750 

670 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (Free  and  Saline 
Ammonia)  ...  

Nil-0-63 

0-07 

Nil-0-40 

0-09 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0-15-0-65 

0-35 

0-11-0-40 

0-19 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  \ 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  / 

10-8-6 

3-7 

1 -0-7-9 

2-0 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  26-7°C 

1 -6-6-8 

3-3 

0-5-2-9 

1-32 

•••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

0-02-0-40 

0-14 

Nil-0- 15 

Less  than  0-04 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

Nil-Trace 

Trace 

— 

Nil 

^^1X^0  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Nil-Trace 

Trace 

— 

Nil 

Calcium  as  CaCOg 

279-404 

348 

262-352 

305 

Magnesium  as  CaCOg 

27-46 

35 

27-49 

35 

Fluorine  as  F ... 

0-10-0-25 

0-18 

0-10-0-20 

0-13 

Sulphates 

116-163 

144 

131-166 

151 

Silica  as  Si02  ... 

1-14 

7-2 

Nil-10 

4-6 

Phosphates  (Total) 

0-50-7-00 

2-83 

Nil-1 -25 

0-33 

Copper ...  ...  

— 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

Aluminium 

— 

Nil 

— 

Less  than  0-1 

Anionic  Detergent 

0-14-0-45 

0-25 

0-10-0-34 

0-19 

Sodium 

16-60 

37 

4-61 

33 

Potassium 

2-0-10-0 

6-2 

2-0-10-0 

6-0 

Results  in  parts  per  million 


Rainfall  (Bedford) 


Month 

Total 

ins. 

Greatest  Rainfall 
in  24  hours 

No.  of  days 
with  -01" 
or  more 

No.  of  days 
with  •04'' 
or  more 

Inches 

Date 

January 

-85 

•20 

25th 

14 

8 

February 

2-50 

•38 

18th 

17 

14 

March 

•20 

•05 

11th 

8 

2 

April  ... 

3-11  app. 

•50 

19th 

18  app. 

14  app. 

records  incomplete 

May  ... 

1-40 

•33 

11th 

12 

8 

June  ... 

3-22 

1-62 

22nd 

14 

11 

July  

2-04 

•37 

31st 

16 

12 

August 

3-02 

•95 

29th 

13 

8 

September  . . . 

1-97 

•69 

30th 

9 

7 

October 

3-57 

•65 

18th 

17 

14 

November 

1-93 

•63 

5th 

19 

11 

December 

2-61 

•73 

9th 

22 

16 

Total  ... 

26-42 
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(b)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

New  sewerage  schemes  for  Cople,  Willington  and  Great  Barford  were  completed 
during  the  year  and  the  Thurleigh  scheme  was  nearing  completion.  Schemes  for  Roxton 
and  Staploe  have  received  Ministerial  approval  and  it  is  anticipated  that  work  will  start 
soon  on  the  former  village.  With  the  completion  of  these  two  latter  schemes,  34  of  the  43 
parishes  in  the  District  will  have  sewerage  systems  available,  placing  a large  proportion 
of  the  population  within  reach  of  the  main  sewer. 

The  need  for  main  sewers  in  the  remaining  parishes  will  always  remain  because  of 
the  problem  associated  with  septic  tank  and  cesspool  units  on  the  mainly  predominant 
clay  soil  in  these  areas  particularly  where  the  individual  dwellings  have  a restricted 
amount  of  ground. 


(c)  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

The  progressive  policy  of  the  Council  for  the  sewering  of  an  increasing  number  of 
villages  is  obviously  relieving  the  problem  of  the  pollution  of  the  main  river,  streams  and 
other  watercourses.  Unfortunately  as  more  urbanised  development  takes  place  in  the 
area,  the  occupiers  of  these  new  properties  do  not  always  appreciate  that  they  may  have 
responsibilities  for  the  maintenance  of  any  watercourse  fronting  their  properties  and 
problems  of  stagnating  water  can  arise  where  the  water  has  been  impeded.  A further 
problem  of  the  obstruction  of  the  flow  of  water  in  these  watercourses  in  front  of  new 
developments  has  been  encountered  where  the  piped  culvert  under  vehicular  accesses  to 
new  houses  have  been  laid  to  incorrect  levels.  There  are  no  provisions  in  present  legisla- 
tion which  require  any  local  authority  to  supervise  the  installation  of  these  culverts.  A 
serious  attempt  has  been  made  by  the  Council  to  get  the  present  legislation  suitably 
amended  to  deal  with  this  particular  problem,  but  so  far  without  any  success. 


(d)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

The  number  of  pail  closets  continues  to  decline  as  more  villages  have  main  sewers 
available.  The  number  of  pails  remaining  in  these  sewered  villages  is  still  quite  consider- 
able, however,  in  spite  of  persuasive  powers  of  the  staff  and  the  financial  incentives 
offered  by  the  improvement  grant  schemes.  If  the  number  of  pail  closets  in  these  sewered 
villages  is  to  be  reduced  to  a satisfactory  level  in  the  near  future,  the  Council  will  have  to 
consider  some  element  of  compulsion  to  achieve  this  objective. 


(e)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

A weekly  refuse  collection  is  now  operated  in  every  Parish,  all  refuse  collected  by  the 
Council  being  disposed  of  at  the  central  tip  at  Bromham. 

Indiscriminate  tipping  around  the  countryside  by  members  of  the  public  is  still 
carried  out  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  tipping  facilities  are  made  available  for  these  people 
at  the  Bromham  tip  during  normal  working  hours.  Isolated  cases  of  the  dumping  of 
derelict  cars  have  also  occurred. 


II 


(f)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  following  list  gives  the  statistics  relative  to  the  sanitary  inspection  of  the  area : — 


Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  6,540 

Visits  to  houses  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  260 

Visits  to  other  premises  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 191 

Visits  to  houses  under  the  Housing  Acts 1,509 

Infectious  disease  and  food  poisoning  investigations  11 

Visits  to  food  premises  277 

Inspections  of  slaughterhouses  6 

Inspections  of  knackers  yards  8 

Inspections  of  meat  and  other  foodstuffs 718 

Factory  inspections 16 

Visits  to  caravan  sites  124 

Smoke  abatement  2 

Noise  abatement  12 

Inspections  of  licensed  premises 108 

Visits  in  connection  with  the  Rent  Act,  1957  2 

Inspections  in  connection  with  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  2,881 

Offices  and  Shops  149 

Miscellaneous  Enquiries,  Interviews,  etc 199 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare)  Act  67 


Inspections  of  Houses  Under  Public  Health  Act,  1936 


Water  Supply  19 

Defects  prejudicial  to  health  or  a nuisance  36 

Defective  or  blocked  drains  62 

Overflowing  or  leaking  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Defective  or  insanitary  closet  accommodation  2 

Filthy  or  verminous  premises  3 

Sundry  visits ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 


Inspections  of  Other  Premises  and  Places  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 


Refuse  Tips  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Ditches  and  streams  89 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Places  of  public  entertainments  (village  halls)  8 

Water  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Keeping  of  animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  23 

Sundry  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . • • . • • • • • — 

Swimming  Pools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  4 


Summary  of  Matters  Dealt  with  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Informal  notices  served 
Informal  notices  complied  with 
Statutory  notices  served 
Statutory  notices  complied  with 
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Disinfection 

W^here  it  is  necessary  in  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease,  the  rooms  occupied  by 
the  patient  are  sealed  off  and  disinfected  with  a dilute  spray  of  formalin  or  by  formaldehyde 
gas. 

(g)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

No  problems  have  arisen  from  the  emission  of  dark  smoke  from  industrial  chimneys. 

Number  of  smoke  observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  contraventions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  inspections  of  boiler-house  plant  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(h)  CARAVAN  SITES 

Number  of  residential  sites  with  more  than  three  vans  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  individual  residential  sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  of  recreational  sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

The  residential  caravan  sites  continue  to  fill  a housing  need  in  the  district  both  as  a 
permanent  mode  of  living  and  also  as  temporary  accommodation  until  suitable  permanent 
housing  is  available.  Approximately  480  units  of  accommodation  are  being  provided  on 
the  licensed  sites  in  the  area. 

Caravans  on  unlicensed  sites  still  appear  from  time  to  time  and  the  problem  of  finding 
suitable  sites  to  accommodate  these  unauthorised  caravans,  particularly  gypsy  caravans, 
has  still  not  been  resolved.  In  the  meantime,  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment has  asked  that  nothing  should  be  done  to  add  needlessly  to  the  difficulties  of  these 
gypsy  families. 


(i)  RATS  AND  MICE— PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  Council  employ  one  Rodent  Officer,  who  is  responsible  for  the  survey  of  the 
area  and  for  treatment  of  domestic  premises  in  which  rats  and  mice  are  found.  The 
treatment  of  domestic  premises  is  carried  out  as  a free  service. 

Agricultural  land  and  premises  are  also  surveyed  to  ensure  that  the  occupiers  are 
fulfilling  their  obligations  under  the  Act. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  end  of  the  year : — 


Pests  Act 


Total  number  of  properties  (including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification  

Type  of  Property 
Non- 

Agricultural  Agricultural 
895  14 

Number  infested  by  (1)  Rats  

300 

2 

(2)  Mice  

16 



Revisits  to  premises  under  (A) 

947 

12 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected  for  reasons  other 
than  notification 

433 

201 

Number  infested  by  (1)  Rats  

154 

36 

(2)  Mice  

10 

8 

Revisits  to  premises  under  (B) 

566 

67 

Visits  to  premises  for  other  pests  

40 

— 
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(j)  SWIMMING  POOLS 

One  swimming  pool  is  in  use  in  the  area.  The  pool  is  privately  owned  but  members 
of  the  public  are  admitted  at  certain  times  of  the  week. 

Routine  bacteriological  tests  of  the  water  have  revealed  that  a satisfactory  standard 
has  been  maintained  in  the  pool. 

(k)  NOISE 

Complaints  were  received  of  a nuisance  from  noise  from  a compressor  and  a dust 
extraction  system  at  a factory.  Although  the  level  of  noise  from  these  sources  was  found 
to  be  low,  the  management  recognised  that  the  continuing  noise  could  cause  annoyance 
and  they  have  taken  steps  voluntarily  to  reduce  the  noise  to  an  even  lower  level. 

The  noise  from  a refrigerator  compressor  has  also  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

(l)  FARMS 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare)  Act,  the 
Council  are  required  to  ensure  that  satisfactory  sanitary  accommodation  is  available  for 
agricultural  workers.  The  remaining  functions  of  the  Act  are  undertaken  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  Although  this  Act  presents  a practical  problem 
where  a worker  is  working  at  some  distance  from  the  farm,  it  is  felt  that  sanitary  accom- 
modation within  the  curtilage  of  the  farm  buildings,  or  the  facilities  at  the  worker’s 
cottage,  go  some  way  towards  solving  the  problem.  Where  a number  of  persons  are 
working  in  one  particular  field,  however,  particularly  when  female  seasonal  workers  are 
present,  the  provision  of  portable  closet  accommodation  in  the  field  is  essential. 

Number  of  visits  to  agricultural  units  67 


6.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  MEAT  INSPECTION 

Number  of  slaughterhouses  licensed 3 

Number  of  knackers  yards  licensed 1 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  each  of  the  categories  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the 
three  slaughterhouses  in  the  area  but  this  has  not  caused  any  meat  inspection  problem 
and  the  amounts  involved  are  within  the  capacity  of  the  premises.  All  animals  slaughtered 
were  inspected  and  stamped  in  accordance  with  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963. 

Sunday  slaughtering,  which  has  been  a regular  feature  of  the  slaughtering  programme 
for  many  years,  has  now  ceased  except  for  certain  occasions  at  the  Bank  Holiday  periods. 
No  problems  of  supply  of  meat  have  been  encountered  and  the  demand  is  being  adequately 
met  by  the  five-day  week  slaughtering  programme.  There  is  no  justification  for  the  need 
for  Sunday  slaughtering  facilities  where  there  are  adequate  refrigerated  storage  facilities 
available. 

All  the  meat  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  sent  to  a processing  plant 
to  render  it  sterile. 

Number  of  animals  inspected .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,915 

Number  of  visits  made  for  meat  inspections  718 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  rejected  ...  ...  ...  ...  30,963  lbs. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed  and  inspected 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci: 

1,404 

356 

164 

6,203 

6,788 

14,915 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

5 

17 

5 

42 

93 

162 

organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 

200 

90 

207 

444 

941 

tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 
Tuberculosis  only: 

14-6 

30 

305 

40 

7-95 

7-4 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26 

26 

affected  by  tuberculosis  ... 
Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

0*38 

017 

organ  was  condemned 
Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

by  refrigeration  

— 

— 

— 

, ■ 

Generalised  and  total  condemned 

“ 1 

' 

■ 

— 

(b)  POULTRY  INSPECTION 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  being  operated  within  the  district. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  1958 


The  occupier  of  every  knackers  yard  is  required  to  submit  an  annual  return  showing 
the  total  number  of  horses  slaughtered,  the  place  at  which  they  were  slaughtered,  and  the 
total  number  of  horses  received  during  that  year.  There  is  one  knackers  yard  in  the  area. 


Knackers  Yard  occupier  :—Chettle  & Sons,  Ltd. 

Address  of  Licensed  Knackers  Yard:— Gooseys  Lodge,  Wymington 

Number  of  Horses  slaughtered  at  Knackers  Yard * 

Number  of  Horses  slaughtered  on  Farms 

Number  of  carcases  of  Horses  received  

Total  number  of  Horses  slaughtered  and  carcases  received 


Nil 

17 

21 

38 
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(c)  FOOD 

Food  premises  in  the  area: — 


Type 

Number 

No.  with 
washbasins 

No.  to  which  No.  fitted  to 
Reg.  jp  Food  comply  with 
Hygiene  Regs.  Reg.  ip 
applies 

Grocery  and  General  Stores 

68 

65 

68 

67 

Butchers  

11 

11 

11 

11 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Canteens 

21 

20 

21 

21 

Greengrocery  

5 

4 

5 

4 

Sweet  Confectionery 

7 

6 

— 

— 

Wet/Fried  Fish  Shops 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Bakehouses  

4 

3 

4 

4 

Ice  Cream  Retailers 

...  106 

106 

— 

— 

Licensed  Premises  

...  Ill 

— 

Ill 

109 

Slaughterhouses  

3 

3 

3 

3 

Mobile  Shops  

. . . — 

— 

— 

— 

Although  35  contraventions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were  found  and  dealt 
with  informally,  the  standard  maintained  in  food  premises  was  found  to  be  generally 
satisfactory.  The  number  of  these  contraventions,  whilst  not  being  serious,  does  empha- 
sise the  need  for  regular  routine  inspections  by  our  staff  to  keep  the  food  handlers  to  the 
standards  demanded  by  the  Regulations. 

Constant  attention  has  to  be  paid  to  the  need  for  stock  rotation  and  this  is  particu- 
larly important  with  meat  products  which  are  now  sold  from  so  many  different  types  of 
distribution  points  and  which  have  such  a short  shelf  life  even  where  refrigerated  display 
cabinets  are  in  use. 

Mobile  traders  present  a problem  of  control  in  relation  to  the  Food  Hygiene  Regula- 
tions and  since  the  traders  can  be  based  in  any  of  the  nine  local  authorities  contiguous  to 
our  District,  it  is  necessary  to  contact  these  operators  as  they  are  plying  the  area,  as  they 
are  not  obliged  to  notify  the  Council  of  their  existence.  It  is  hoped  that  the  new  Food 
Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations,  1966,  will  ease  this  particu- 
lar problem. 

Unsound  food  surrendered  and  condemned: — 

Meat  at  retail  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80  lbs. 

Canned  Meats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12  lbs. 

Other  foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 lbs. 


(d)  PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER  SECTION  16  OF  THE  FOOD  AND 
DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Ice  Cream  Retailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Sausage  and/or  Meat  Product  Manufacturers  10 

Bacteriological  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  have  indicated  that  a satisfactory  standard 
is  being  maintained. 

The  sausage  and  meat  product  manufacturers  are  all  based  in  butcher’s  shops  and 
are  inspected  during  visits  to  those  premises. 
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(e)  MILK  SUPPLY 

Routine  control  by  bacteriological  and  chemical  samplings  of  milk,  and  also  the 
supervision  of  milk  processing  plants  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council  as  the^Food 
and  Drugs  Authority.  This  Authority  is  also  responsible  for  the  issue  of  all  dealers’  milk 
licences. 


7.  HOUSING 


Number  of  inhabited  houses 

„ „ houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  during  the  year 

„ „ conversions  and  adaptations  completed  by  private  enterprise 

„ „ conversions  and  adaptations  completed  by  the  Council 

,,  „ units  erected  by  the  Council  ... 


11,320 

368 

127 


The  number  of  dwellings  unfit  for  habitation  was  reduced  by  the  Council  placing 
Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  on  44  properties.  The  rate  of  progress  on  the  clearance  of 
unfit  dwellings  can  only  be  determined  by  the  rate  at  which  the  occupants  can  be  found 
alternative  accommodation  and  the  curtailment  of  the  Council’s  housing  programme  is  a 
limiting  factor  in  this  work. 


The  work  of  improving  sub-standard  properties  with  the  aid  of  improvement  grants 
has  proceeded  satisfactorily  even  though  it  was  deemed  financially  expedient  for  the 
Council  to  withdraw  the  Discretionary  Grant  facilities  for  the  time  being.  Grants  were 
approved  on  122  properties  and  work  completed  on  141  dwellings.  The  improvement 
grant  schemes  help  to  give  a further  lease  of  life  to  obsolescent  or  sub-standard  dwellings 
which  would  eventually  have  to  be  considered  for  clearance  and  replacement. 


It  is  extremely  surprising  to  find  that  so  few  tenants  exercise  their  rights  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1964  to  make  representations  to  the  Council  to  require  the  statutory 
improvements  to  be  carried  out.  The  fact  that  only  seven  tenants  have  exercised  these 
rights  since  the  Act  came  into  force  does  seem  to  indicate  some  apathy  by  tenants  when  it 
comes  to  the  question  of  the  improvement  of  their  environment. 


INSPECTIONS  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACT,  1957 

Housing  Survey  Visits 1,085 

Number  of  houses  inspected 36 

Number  of  visits  97 


REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 
FORMAL  NOTICES 

Nurnber  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  23 
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ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957: — 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  — 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notice: — 

(a)  By  Owners  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  — 

B.  Proceedings  Under  Public  Health  Acts — 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  16  and  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957: — 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  11 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  34 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  to  secure 

closure  of  part  of  a building  — 

E.  Proceedings  under  Section  16  and  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  33 


HOUSING  ACTS,  1949-1964,  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 
Discretionary  Grants 

Number  of  inspections  

Applications  approved  

Number  of  houses  concerned  

Applications  refused  

Applications  withdrawn  

Improvements  completed 

New  units  of  accommodation  provided  

Standard  Grants 

Number  of  inspections  

Applications  approved  

Number  of  houses  concerned  

Applications  refused  

Applications  withdrawn  

Improvements  completed 

Compulsory  Improvements 

Number  of  representations  made  by  tenants  

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  

Number  of  immediate  improvement  notices  served  

Number  of  dwellings  improved 


175 

42 

53 

Nil 

Nil 

57 

7 


249 

80 

80 

Nil 

1 

84 


7 

7 

7 

Nil 
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RENT  ACT,  1957 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Act. 

Number  of  Applications  for  Certificate  of  Disrepair 
Number  of  Certificates  Issued  for  some  of  the  Defects  ... 
Number  of  Certificates  Issued  for  all  the  Defects 

Number  of  Certificates  Refused  

Number  of  Undertakings  given  by  landlords  to  do  Repairs 
Number  of  Certificates  on  Completion  of  Repairs 


8.  OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 

Virtually  all  those  offices  and  shops  that  have  registered  under  the  provision  of  the 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  and  are  administered  by  our  Council, 
have  now  been  inspected.  Certain  other  offices  and  shops  are  dealt  with  by  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories.  The  provision  of  the  specified  first-aid  equipment  and  thermo- 
meter is  still  found  to  be  a common  omission.  One  case  of  overcrowding  was  encountered 
and  remedied  and  other  isolated  contraventions  included  ventilation  and  lighting  prob- 
lems, lack  of  suitable  sanitary  conveniences,  washing  facilities,  drinking  water  and  clothing 
accommodation. 

No  reports  of  accidents  in  shops  and  offices  have  been  received  during  the  year. 


Registration  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
Premises  Registered 
during  the  year 

Total  number  of 
Registered  Premises 
at  end  of  year 

Number  of 
Registered  Premises 
receiving  a general 
inspection  during 
the  year 

Offices 

_ 

35 

25 

Retail  Shops  

2 

62 

29 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  ... 

— 

3 

I 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public,  canteens  ... 

13 

8 

Fuel  storage  depots 

2 

" ■ 

Number  of  visits  to  registered  premises  149 
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Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  Workplace 


Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of 
persons  employed 

Offices 

V.' •••  •••  ••• 

286 

Retail  shops  ... 

152 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  

56 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  Public 

78 

C^HXitccris  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

44 

Fuel  storage  depots  ...  

6 

Total  

622 

Total  Males 

290 

Total  Females 

332 

No  exemption  for  covering  working  space,  room  temperatures,  sanitary  conveniences 
or  washing  facilities  were  granted. 

Number  of  prosecutions  instituted  Nil 

Number  of  Inspectors  appointed  under  Section 

52  (1)  or  (5)  of  the  Act  3 


9.  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES 


Disease 

Notifications  by  Age  Groups 

0-5 

5-15 

Over 

15 

Total 

Removed 

to 

Hospital 

Measles  ...  

70 

52 

2 

124 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

11 

5 

— 

16 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

4 

14 

1 

19 

■■ 

Pneumonia  

— 

— 

5 

5 

Erysipelas  ... 

— 

1 

3 

4 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

2 

9 

5 

16 

■ 

Dysentery  ...  ...  

— 

4 

2 

6 

' 

Encephalitis 

— 

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

1 

1 

These  figures  are  obtained  from  notifications  received  from  general  practitioners 
and  as  the  diseases  are  mostly  of  a mild  nature  now-a-days  the  figures  may  be  a little  on 
the  low  side. 

It  is  of  far  greater  importance  that  no  cases  of  diphtheria  or  poliomyelitis  have 
occurred.  These  diseases  are  always  fully  notified. 
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10.  TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Non- 

Non- 

Age 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 ... 

1-5  

1^ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-15  

15-35  

1^ 

1* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-65  

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Over  65  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

2 + 3^^ 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

* Transferred  from  other  Districts 


Number  on  Register  at  End  of  Year 

Males  Females 

Pulmonary 42  26 

Non-Pulmonary 1 9 


11.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  SECTION  47 

Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948  gives  the  Local  Authority  power  to 
compulsorily  remove  to  hospital  or  other  suitable  premises,  persons  suffering  from  grave 
chronic  disease,  and/or,  who  being  aged,  infirm  or  physically  incapacitated,  or  living  in 
insanitary  conditions,  being  unable  to  devote  to  themselves  or  are  not  receiving  from 
others,  proper  care  and  attention. 

This  Section  was  not  used  during  1966. 


12.  CLEANSING  OF  VERMINOUS  PERSONS 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  85 

This  section  principally  refers  to  school  children  with  verminous  heads.  They  are 
dealt  with  as  a routine  matter  by  the  School  Nurse  and  call  for  no  particular  comment. 

The  condition  is  far  less  common  that  it  was  several  years  ago. 

D arrangement  with  the  Borough  of  Bedford  to  treat  general  infestations  at 

Barker  s Lane,  Bedford,  at  a cost  of  30s.  per  treatment  for  adults  and  17s.  6d.  per  treatment 
for  children. 

Modern  treatment  of  scabies  no  longer  necessitates  cleansing  under  this  Section. 
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13.  FACTORIES 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961. 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

(a)  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : — 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ...  ...  

78 

15 

1 



(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- workers’  premises)  ... 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

88 

16 

1 

— 
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(b)  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”) 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

Totals  ... 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 
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(c)  OUTWORK 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work 

Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Sect. 
110(1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  send- 
ing lists 
to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in 

unwhole- 

some 

premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Wearing  apparel — 

Making,  etc. 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Curtains  and  furniture 

hangings  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Furniture  and  Upholstery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Henry  Burt  & Sou  Ltd,  College  Street,  Kenipston,  Beefford 


